[Giant cell tumors of the spine. Report of a case, literature review].
Giant cell tumors of bone are uncommon in the vertebrae above the sacrum. We report the case of a giant cell tumor of the third lumbar vertebra, revealed by lumbar and radicular pain. X ray, computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging showed osteolysis of the body and vertebral arch of L3. Histologic evaluation gave a conclusion of a giant cell tumor, grade 2. Spondylectomy of L3 was performed using a combined approach (anterior and posterior) in two stages. The patient had a good functional result without recurrence at three years and six months. A review of the literature indicates that the radiological appearance is nonspecific but shows the extent of the tumor. Diagnosis can be based only on histological features. Radiotherapy could induce malignant transformation. Radical resection limits the risk of recurrence. Total spondylectomy is recommended for giant cell tumors when both the body and arch are involved.